








As for the deck, it’s finished with molded diamond-pattern non-skid. It's grippy, but it might be useful to add
two small foot braces inboard of each helm to provide better footing when heeling.

INTERIOR LAYOUT

Despite the focus on performance, the Catalina 445 is an elegant, comfortable cruiser. Doorframes are

made of aluminum to retain their shape and trimmed with teak, and the entire interior is teak or teak veneer
with a clear varnish. Catalina never uses stain on its interiors, so the natural beauty of the wood comes
through. There are many nooks and crannies for equipment, spares and gear, which suggest that the 445
will be much more than a club racer. All interior furniture can be removed without compromising the structural
integrity of the vessel, and the boat is also quite open down below; there are no partial bulkheads or knees to
interrupt the clean lines and layout.

The spacious saloon is a good example. Featuring a U-shaped dinette and a four-way fold-out table to port,
it also has your choice of a bench seat or twin chairs with a cocktail table to starboard. Just behind that is

a forward-facing nav station with a built-in PC tray. Storage is excellent throughout, with drawers below the
bench seat and even in the nav station for ship’s papers.

Located across from the nav station, the galley stands out from others aboard sailboats in this size range,
thanks to many small details. Sliding, vinyl wire racks increase the locker stowage, and the heat from the
battery charger below the sink is used to help combat dampness in the bilge. A small pantry ensures food
stores are at the cook’s fingertips, and even the pots and pans have custom pegs to keep everything in
place and rattle-free. An Isotherm front-loading refrigerator/freezer and a three-burner stove that gimbals to
22 degrees on either side round out the standard features, though you can opt for a freezer to go next to the
double sink, with the compressor housed below the port settee.

The master stateroom is

forward, with an island berth

fitted with drawers beneath.
Catalina manufactures all its own
mattresses, even coating the
innersprings to preclude rusting
and squeaking. The area where
your head lies on this one raises
electrically for ease of watching
TV or reading. Ensuring maximum
privacy, there’s an en suite head to
port, with a separate stall shower.
The compression post is also in
the head, a good place should
there ever be any water intrusion,
as the room is made with a molded
pan liner that won’t be damaged
by moisture.

Guests can stay in either the aft stateroom or the port-side utility room — a space that serves double duty.
The aft stateroom features a double berth on the diagonal to provide headroom and create a welcoming
space, unlike many cabins situated below the cockpit sole. It also has direct access to the day head to
starboard in the saloon. The utility cabin, meanwhile, has fold-up bunks, with the upper bunk serving as a
workbench when needed (and when the lower berth is flush to the wall); an optional washer-dryer combo can
make it even more of a utility room. A locker houses an accessible fuel filter and upon request can be made
larger to hold twin Racors. In addition, a gull-wing hatch comprises the upper part of this cabin and leads to
the cockpit, making it easier to use the room for storage, or even just as a great stateroom with a view of the
stars.



TECHNICAL ACUMEN

When it comes to maintenance, there’s excellent access to the 54-horsepower Yanmar. For a quick fluids
check, the companionway hinges forward, exposing not only the engine but also a handy compartment for
tools. For more serious maintenance, the entire engine box detaches and moves forward into the saloon. The
same is possible with the box in the aft cabin, so the entire engine is exposed. All equipment, furniture and
tanks come in via the companionway, ensuring that they can also go out the same way if ever needed.

There are three water tanks — two below the saloon sole, and one below the forward berth — for a total of 178
gallons. There is also plenty of room in the bilge for a modular watermaker. Fuel is limited to 66 gallons, but
an optional 40 gallons can be added under the starboard settee, and another 18 gallons can be placed in the
lazarette, ensuring that the 445 can travel great distances whether cruising or on deliveries back from distant
finish lines. (See the performance box for range information.)

Two wet-cell battery banks are also standard. Two 8Ds reside below the sole at the foot of the
companionway, and one 8D is under the sole in the master, which places it closer to the windlass and
optional bow thruster, therefore shortening expensive wire runs. The total house bank is 600 amp hours, and
a separate starter battery is optional. Wiring conduits are built into the hull and deck liners to ensure clean
runs and easy access.

The Catalina philosophy embraces “designing boats that stand up to real-world conditions, sail well, are
comfortable above and below, are easy to maintain and hold their value.” The 445 might have been born
on a clean sheet of paper to be an aggressive performer, but it still fits all the elements of that philosophy.
It also comes in on average at about $40,000 less than the 440, interesting enough. And if a boat is fast,
comfortable, spacious and safe, what more could you want?

Zuzana Prochazka is a freelance writer who additionally serves as Technical Editor for Seafaring Magazine
and co-hosts Latitudes & Attitudes TV.



